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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance exuepi for formai matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [X] Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) (El Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to 
obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "system control 
block", as claimed for example in claim 1, line 13, must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." 
If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriatf? figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
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renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, line 1, "monitoring clock" should be "monitoring a clock", line 3, "a clock" 
should be "the clock", line 4, "and clock" should be "and the clock", line 6, "a count 
value" should be "a first count value", line 6, "the count value" should be "the first 
count value", line 9, "of comparison" should be "of the comparing", line 12, "a count 
value" should be "a second count value", line 13, "clearing the count value" should 
be "clearing the second count value", line 13, "reads the count value" should be 
"reads the second count value". 
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In claim 8, line 2, "the control block" should be "the system control block". 

In claim 10, line 1, "further comprised of should be "wherein", line 2, "determining" 

should be "determines", line 2, "and clock" should be "and the clock". 

Appropriate correction is required also to claims 11 and 18-20, as explained above. 

Claims 2-7,9 and 12-17 directly depend on claim 1 or 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, line 5, recites "counting system clock". The first counter block coupled 

to the first buffer block appears to be receiving the synchronous signal being 

used as a reference. The first buffer block also appears to be receiving the 

synchronous signal and the clock. However, the first counter block recites 

counting "system clock". It is unclear from the claim whether this system clock is 

being referred to the "clock" that is received by the first buffer block, or if this is a 

clock other than the clock received by the first buffer block. Therefore, it is 

unclear and indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. This rejection also 

apples to claims 11,19 and 20. 
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In claim 3, line 2, recites "a clear part of the first counter block". It is unclear from 
the language of the limitation of what the applicant intends to point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter What is a clear part? What is the relationship 
between a clear part and the first counter block? Is there an opaque part of the 
first counter block to distinguish between the clear and opaque part? Therefore, it 
is unclear and indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. This rejection also 
apples to claim 13. 

Claims 2-10 and 12-18 directly depend on claim 1 or 11. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-20 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, and claim objections set forth in this Office 
action. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
present application discloses a method and an apparatus of monitoring clock signal 
comprising a first buffer, a second buffer and monitoring block. However, prior art 
does not explicitly teach wherein the monitoring block includes a first counter block, 
a comparison block, pulse generation block, and a second counter block as 
configured. 

Conclusion 



1 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/751 ,404 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2611 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Murata US 7,177,327 B2 teaches a synchronization system comprising a buffer 
coupled to clock generation unit and control unit. 

Hanzawa et al. US 6,570,419 B2 teach a clock recovery circuit by use of a 

memory with a clock interface comparing clock with a reference clock. 

Ooishi US 6,522,598 B2 teaches a clock recovery system comprising comparing 

phase element coupled to a counter, generating circuit and a buffer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sam Ahn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3044. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mohammad Ghayour can be reached on (571) 272-3021. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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